GEORGE THE THIRD
ated: Phoenix-like diey would arise out of their ashes again
to challenge Great Britain's position in the world, And was
Frederick of Prussia, a most faithful ally, to be deserted so shame-
fully by the people whose battles he had so nobly fought?
During the war the British peoples had been called upon to make
many and great sacrifices: the terms which the Government had
secured were a miserable recompense for the sacrifices endured
and the glorious victories gained on land and sea. Pain drove
Pitt to his seat before he could treat the House to one of his
impassioned perorations.
Calmly Fox rose in his place to answer the criticisms of the
' Great Commoner/ He was Pitt's superior as a debater, though
not as an orator; and with cold, unimpassioned logic he drew
out his defence of the Government's policy. Great Britain had
secured peace with honour: France and Spain had consented to
concessions greater than had ever before been secured from any
foe. Pitt did not wait to hear the whole of Fox's speech.
Dramatic though his departure was—he hobbled, supported by
friends, painfully across the floor of-the House—it was a tactical
blunder; for he left his supporters leaderless at a time when
leadership was most desperately needed by them. So the
Government triumphed, the voting being 319 to 65.
The King had realized one of his cherished ambitions—to give
his people peace. But at what a terrible price! The manipulated
parliamentary majorities did not represent the popular will: the
knowledge that they had been obtained by the most shameless
bribery and intimidation gave colour to the rumour that the
King was bent upon establishing a despotism. Mobs, incited to
all sorts of violence by agitators many of whom were unquestion-
ably in the pay of the defeated politicians, threatened life and
property within the capital; and the outcry against the Dowager-
Princess and Bute, who were held to be responsible for the
King's actions, grew louder and louder, the abuse filthier and
filthier. A tax on cider, which found a place in Dashwood's
Budget, carried the Government's unpopularity into the rural
districts; and at length Bute was made to realize that his
continuance in office could only bring disaster upon the
Crown. On April 8th, 1763, therefore, he tendered his resigna-
tion to the King. Barrington writing to a friend a few days
kter said:
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